
by Don Rum ble 

In tro duc tion

There is much teach ing to day on God’s or der in the Church. While a
great deal of it has been valu able, we still have need of fur ther in sight.
Many Chris tians equate or der with how well a group of be liev ers is or ga -
nized. To some one who thinks along this line, Paul’s thoughts in
Philippians Chap ter Three are rather star tling. At first glance one might not 
even re al ize that this pas sage is ad dress ing the ap os tolic pat tern. How ever,
the verse that draws our at ten tion to this theme is Philippians 3:17. “Breth -
ren, join in fol low ing my ex am ple, and note those who so walk, as you have
us for a pat tern.” Rather than fo cus on ex ter nal forms of ad min is tra tion,
Paul opened his heart con cern ing His goals and de sires. As the
Philippians gained in sight into the mo tives of this man, the foun da tion for
godly or der was be ing re vealed. Be fore any peo ple will come into a proper
ex pres sion of godly ar ray, they must first have their hearts aligned with
God's pri or i ties.



First, Paul makes no apol ogy to the saints for writ ing the same truths that
he had taught them pre vi ously. He even points out the value of be ing 
re minded (3:1). 

Sec ond, he be gins to lay out the ap os tolic pat tern for the Church (3:2 – 6).
At the heart of di vine or der in the Church is the call to walk as new
cov e nant peo ple. As such we will have three ma jor char ac ter is tics:
1. We will wor ship God in the Spirit. 2. We will re joice in Christ. 3.
We will have no con fi dence in the flesh. 

Third, Paul lays out for us the mo ti va tion for his life style. His goal was
sim ply to know Christ and to gain more of Him (3:7 – 14). 

Fi nally, through his tears he chal lenges the saints to fol low his ex am ple
(3:15 – 21). Al ready, there were many in the early Church who had
re jected the call to bear the cross as a life style. These needed a
change of heart. The trans for ma tion of the in ner man was and al -
ways will be God's pri or ity in build ing His house.

Why We Need To Be Re minded

PHI. 3:1 - Fi nally, my breth ren, re joice in the Lord. For me to write the
same things to you is not te dious, but for you it is safe.

One part of God’s strat egy in car ing for His peo ple is to stir our re -
mem brance. The Lord re peats Him self not sim ply be cause “we did -
n’t get it right the first time” but be cause there is re demp tive help for
us in it. There is safety in be ing re minded; there is also an arous ing
to ac tion. Con sider the words of Pe ter.

There fore I will not be neg li gent to re mind you al ways of these
things, though you know them, and are es tab lished in the pres ent
truth. Yes, I think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up
by re mind ing you, know ing that shortly I must put off my tent, just
as our Lord Je sus Christ showed me. More over I will be care ful to
en sure that you al ways have a re minder of these things af ter my de -
cease. (2Pet. 1:12 – 15) 

When the Lord re minds us, it stirs us up! Since we fall short of God’s 
glory, we of ten need to be en cour aged to obey God in what He has
al ready said to us. Pe ter says it is right to do this. 

An other ex am ple:

Nev er the less, breth ren, I have writ ten more boldly to you on some
points, as re mind ing you, be cause of the grace given to me by God.
(Rm. 15:15) 
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Did you ever hear some one share a word from God that pow er fully
af fected your life? How ever, when you tried to share it with some -
one else, it did not have the ef fect on them that you thought God
wanted it to. Then you heard the preacher speak again on the same
is sue and found a greater clar ity on how to better de liver to your
friend what God was say ing. This was be cause there was grace on
that preacher to equip you in shar ing the gos pel. Paul saw this and
be cause of the grace on his life to com mu ni cate God’s word, he
sought to re mind the Ro man Chris tians of truth re vealed to him by
the Holy Spirit. This equipped them to com mu ni cate God's word
more clearly.

The Pat tern - Re vealed in the New Cov e nant

PHI. 3:2, 3 - Be ware of dogs, be ware of evil work ers, be ware of the mu ti la -
tion! For we are the cir cum ci sion, who wor ship God in the Spirit, re -
joice in Christ Je sus, and have no con fi dence in the flesh,

Cir cum ci sion was the sign of God's cov e nant peo ple (Gen.17:11).
Paul is con trast ing the true cov e nant peo ple with those who were
false. Judaizing Chris tians who were teach ing God’s peo ple that
they had to keep the Law as well as be lieve in Je sus were in fact, a
mis rep re sen ta tion of God’s cov e nant. They be lieved they were in
har mony with what God was do ing; Paul called them “dogs”.
(“Dogs” re fers to those out side the cov e nant com mu nity – Mt.15:22
– 28, Rev.22:15). They thought they were work ers of righ teous ness;
Paul said they were “evil work ers”. They thought the ex ter nal cir -
cum ci sion they taught was the bib li cal sign of God’s cov e nant; Paul
iden ti fied their prac tice as mu ti la tion (a pa gan prac tice ex pressly
for bid den by God – Lev.19:28, 21:5).

Cir cum ci sion - the true mark of God’s covenantal peo ple has three
dis tin guish ing fea tures:

1) We wor ship God in the Spirit. Wor ship is no lon ger rel e gated to a phys i -
cal place. 

Je sus said to her, “Woman, be lieve Me, the hour is com ing when you 
will nei ther on this moun tain, nor in Je ru sa lem, wor ship the Fa -
ther.” (Jn. 4:21) 

Je sus said that wor ship would not oc cur in ei ther place. What did He
mean? Wor ship would no lon ger have to do with phys i cal lo ca tion.
If some one be lieved they had to go to ei ther place to min is ter to the
Lord, their ac tiv ity would not be true wor ship. We do not go to
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church; we are the Church! We do not gather to gether so we can
wor ship; we gather so we can wor ship to gether! In other words, our
time to gether is to cor po rately ex press the re al ity of our in di vid ual
re la tion ships with God through out the week. If we are not wor ship -
ers when we are alone, nei ther will we be true wor ship ers when we
gather with the church. God does not want a part-time priest hood.
We must be come in prac tice His royal priest hood. God’s cov e nant
peo ple do not re quire spe cial build ings in or der to wor ship; they live 
in the Spirit.

2) We re joice in Christ Je sus. He is the ba sis of our iden tity.

We do not re joice in build ings, ed u ca tional de grees, money or suc -
cess in the eyes of men. We do not have any “claim to fame” other
than Him. When He found us we were not pretty. We had ru ined our
lives. Our “best shot” at righ teous ness was noth ing more than filthy
rags be fore Him, and we had no way of mak ing our selves wor thy
enough to ap proach Him. So He came to us! He pur chased us with
His own blood and brought us to Him self. Now, we who had noth -
ing, have Him. Any Chris tian who boasts in any thing else has
missed the whole point! 

3) We have no con fi dence in the flesh. We sim ply do not have the abil ity in
our own strength to ex tend God’s king dom.

We learn this prin ci ple from the life of Abra ham. The New Cov e -
nant is ac tu ally older than the Old Cov e nant; it is tied di rectly back
to Abra ham. It is im por tant to un der stand that the last 27 books of
the Bi ble are not the New Cov e nant; they are the inerrant Scrip ture
writ ten about the New Cov e nant! The New Cov e nant is not writ ten
on pa per; it is writ ten on the ta bles of our hearts. The Scrip ture is
writ ten to help us un der stand the pro cess as God writes His words
into the fi ber of our be ing. God’s pur pose is not that we sim ply
mem o rize Bi ble verses (as help ful as that is), but that we be come a
tan gi ble ex pres sion of His word. Some times this pro cess can be
pain ful. For ex am ple: learn ing about pa tience in a class room set ting
is easy; hav ing it writ ten into our hearts in real life sit u a tions where
it be comes part of our char ac ter is much more pain ful. Sim i larly, the
first 39 books of the Bi ble are not the Old Cov e nant (Prob a bly the
best term for this sec tion of Scrip ture is “The Law and the Proph -
ets”). The Old Cov e nant was not writ ten on pa per, but on tab lets of
stone dur ing the time of Mo ses. How ever, the New cov e nant that we
are par tic i pat ing in is tied di rectly back to Abra ham, and he pre dated 
Mo ses. The prom ises were made to Abra ham and to his seed. His
seed is Christ and all who be long to Him (Gal.3:16, 29). 
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When God spoke to Abra ham, He prom ised that He would mul ti ply
him greatly. The Abrahamic cov e nant has to do with pro cre ation
and mul ti pli ca tion. It was n’t un til Abra ham heard this prom ise from
God the third time that he be lieved Him (Gen. 12:2, 13:14 – 16, 15:1
– 6). Then God reck oned this faith in Abra ham as righ teous ness. We
who be lieve in the Lord (as Abra ham did) are his chil dren
(Rom.4:11, 16). It was af ter he be lieved the Lord that he and Sa rah
de cided that he should go in to Hagar. Ishmael was born from this
un ion. What does this teach us in the Spirit? It is not false proph ets
who bring forth spir i tual Ish maels in our day. Rather, friends of God
do! Abra ham was God’s friend. He loved the Lord, walked with
Him and saw clearly what God in tended to do. How ever, he did not
wait for God to bring to pass what He prom ised. It was af ter Ishmael
was born that God in sti tuted cir cum ci sion. God brought the knife to
bear on the place of man’s re pro duc tive ca pac ity. To day the bloody
knife of God's cir cum cis ing deal ings is upon His peo ple con cern ing
our at tempts to ex tend His king dom (mul ti pli ca tion) in our own
strength in stead of wait ing for Him to do what He said He would do.
God does not need our at tempts to bring in or ex tend the King dom of 
God. He longs for a peo ple who will be lieve in Him, watch for His
ac tiv ity on the earth and move in step with Him. This is a key mark
of the covenantal peo ple of God. They have no con fi dence in the
flesh.

PHI. 3:4, 5 - though I also might have con fi dence in the flesh. If any one
else thinks he may have con fi dence in the flesh, I more so: cir cum -
cised the eighth day, of the stock of Is rael, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
He brew of the He brews; con cern ing the law, a Phar i see;

If any one had a right to take con fi dence in his nat u ral qual i fi ca tions
for king dom life, it was Paul. He was cir cum cised eight days af ter
birth. In other words, he was born into a Jew ish home that ob served
the Law. He was not cir cum cised late in life as ei ther a non re li gious
Jew or a con vert to Ju da ism would have been. He was a He brew of
He brews, in di cat ing that he was raised in a home where his par ents
spoke the He brew lan guage and taught him He brew cul ture. His
back ground was that of a Phar i see. Of the two re li gious par ties (the
Phar i sees and the Saduccees), he had been a mem ber of the one
com mit ted to the lit eral in ter pre ta tion of the Scrip tures. 

PHI. 3:6 - con cern ing zeal, per se cut ing the church; con cern ing the righ -
teous ness which is in the law, blame less.

Paul was so zeal ous that he sought to stamp out this “sect of the
Nazarene”, which seemed to him to be an “in fec tion” of the pu rity of 
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Jew ish re li gion. While his zeal caused him to ad vance be yond many
of his con tem po rar ies in Ju da ism (Gal.1:13, 14), yet it brought him
into di rect con flict with God. Thus, his state ment that he was blame -
less in the law’s righ teous ness could only mean that he was blame -
less in the eyes of men. In other words, if you hired a pri vate
de tec tive to fol low him around, you would not have found any ev i -
dence with which to in dict him for break ing God’s law. How ever, in
that state he was still an un righ teous man in des per ate need of
Christ’s re demp tion.

Paul’s Mo ti va tion

PHI. 3:7 - But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for
Christ.

One of those gains was the rep u ta tion of be ing righ teous un der the
Law. What ever other gains there were that Paul used to en joy, they
were now noth ing to him. Con sider what “perks” a mil i tary man
might have if he was “mov ing up the ranks” in a mil i tary ori ented
so ci ety. He would have rec og ni tion, rep u ta tion and the ap plause of
men. There would un doubt edly be fi nan cial re wards as well. So
also, con sider the gains or “perks” a suc cess ful re li gious man might
have in a re li gious so ci ety. He would be ad mired by so many. Yet
Paul laid it all aside for a Per son. Not a min is try. Not fame. Je sus had 
cap tured his heart! Paul had stud ied at the feet of Gamaliel, a fa mous 
teacher of Scrip ture in Je ru sa lem. He mem o rized whole books in the 
Bi ble, he stud ied the great doc trines of the faith and he thought he
un der stood what life was all about. How ever, he had been study ing a 
“shadow”. When he met He who had cast that shadow, he re al ized
there was no com par i son be tween mere knowl edge and the per son
of Je sus. Je sus was the re al ity that Old Tes ta ment Scrip ture was
writ ten to re veal. From that time on, the glory of Christ be came his
life mes sage. His min is try was not to teach a new phi los o phy; it was
to re veal Je sus through his words and life. True ap os tolic min is tries
in our day will not prop a gate a method; they will im part the life of
the Son of God! 

PHI. 3:8 - But in deed I also count all things loss for the ex cel lence of the
knowl edge of (in view of the sur pass ing value of know ing – NASB.) 
Christ Je sus my Lord, for whom I have suf fered the loss of all things, 
and count them as rub bish, that I may gain Christ.

No tice that verse 7 speaks in the past tense and verse 8 speaks of a
pres ent at ti tude in Paul. He had counted as loss what ever things
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were gain to him. How ever, just as im por tantly, he now con tin ued to
count ev ery thing loss. 

When we started out in the king dom, we looked at all that the world
had given us and threw it all aside be cause of the im pact Je sus made
on us. How ever, is that still our at ti tude to day? Af ter years of walk -
ing with Him have we grown com pla cent to ward Him? Even the
bless ings He has given us could be gin to oc cupy too im por tant a
place in our pri or i ties. He must be first.

Paul was not writ ing from a com fort able set ting, but from prison.
There in his jail cell (rats, dank and dark at mo sphere, chains) he
looked back at the rep u ta tion, rec og ni tion and com fort of his old life
and was able to say, “I’d rather have this cell and Je sus than all that.”
How could he say this? He had seen the value of know ing Him. Con -
sider the two words, price and value. Price speaks of what is paid for
some thing; value is what it is worth. If you paid $20.00 for an item
and later found out it was only worth $5.00, you were “ripped off”.
If, on the other hand you found out it was worth $100,000 that would 
be con sid ered a fab u lous bar gain. God never gets “ripped off”. He
paid a great price (the blood of Je sus) for our sal va tion and the
Church spends much time speak ing about this. While this is ap pro -
pri ate, it is not the com plete mes sage. If we would be gin to rec og -
nize the value of what He pur chased for us, it would rad i cally af fect
our life styles. Walk ing in in ti mate com mu nion with the one and true
God is valu able far be yond our abil ity to un der stand. How ever, as
we en ter into and abide in this re la tion ship, our abil ity to es ti mate its
worth grows in our hearts. Thus our com mit ment to Him should
grow as well.

Paul not only had counted his gains as loss (past tense), he counted
them loss (pres ent tense). How ever, be yond that, he suf fered the loss 
of ev ery thing as well. He had lost it all. It is one thing to count some -
thing as gone even while it is still in your pos ses sion. It is an other
thing al to gether to have it phys i cally re moved from you. Paul
counted it all as rub bish in or der to gain Christ. He wanted the in -
crease of Christ in his at ti tudes, preach ing, proph e sy ing, serv ing,
writ ing, etc.

PHI. 3:9 - and be found in Him, not hav ing my own righ teous ness, which is 
from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righ teous -
ness which is from God by faith;

The phrase, to “be found” by the Lord is prob a bly an eschatalogical
one (re fer ring to the end-time – Mk.13:36, Luke18:8, Matt.24:46).

7



In other words, he wanted to be found re ly ing only on the righ teous -
ness of Christ when Je sus re turned. While Paul was al ready stand ing 
in righ teous ness by faith, he did not want to fall back into a re li ance
on works as his ba sis for ac cep tance by God. When we are in volved
in much min is try, it can be come easy to point to our works as we
come into His pres ence. The temp ta tion is to feel just a lit tle more
wor thy of God’s love be cause “this week I wit nessed to five peo -
ple”. Paul saw this trap and wanted no part of it. He knew he was ac -
cepted be fore God sim ply be cause of the blood of Je sus. He wanted
to main tain the sim plic ity of that faith. All min is try must re flect our
ac cep tance in Him. When it does not, it will mis rep re sent Cal vary. 

PHI. 3:10 - that I may know Him and the power of His res ur rec tion, and the 
fel low ship of His suf fer ings, be ing con formed to His death,

The same power that raised Je sus from the dead re sided within Paul
and is in us as well to day. Paul wanted to in ti mately ex pe ri ence this
power not just as a one-time ex pe ri ence (ini tial con ver sion) but as a
con tin ual op er a tive force in his life. Part of such a life style is the fel -
low ship of (par tic i pa tion in) the Lord’s suf fer ings. God is in ti mately
in volved with His cre ation. He grieves over the lost, the de ceived,
the back slid ers, the im moral. When one of His peo ple has a bur den
to min is ter to some of these folks, it is not his own bur den he is car -
ry ing. God is al low ing His child to par tic i pate with Him in what He
is feel ing. We can not par tic i pate in God’s re demp tive pain with out it 
af fect ing us. The re sult is that we are in creas ingly con formed to
what was ex em pli fied at Cal vary. The cross is the high est ex am ple
of obe di ence ever wit nessed on the earth. There we see God em -
brac ing the ul ti mate pain and sac ri fice. Herein lies our goal. 

PHI. 3:11 - if, by any means, I may at tain to the res ur rec tion from the dead.

No tice that con for mity to Christ's death is pro gres sive (vs.10).
There fore, this res ur rec tion is prob a bly pro gres sively at tained also.
Paul was al ready as sured of be ing in the phys i cal res ur rec tion of the
righ teous (vs.21). How ever, here he is speak ing of com ing into a di -
men sion of res ur rec tion life while yet in this life.

PHI. 3:12 – 14 - Not that I have al ready at tained, or am al ready per fected;
but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Je sus has
also laid hold of me. Breth ren, I do not count my self to have ap pre -
hended; but one thing I do, for get ting those things which are be hind
and reach ing for ward to those things which are ahead, I press to ward 
the goal for the prize of the up ward call of God in Christ Je sus.

8



Paul hum bly re al ized that he had not ar rived at the full ness of God’s
in ten tion for him in this life. He saw a prize set be fore Him in the
race he was run ning and he pressed to ward the goal line to win it.
That prize was Christ Him self. Ev ery thing Paul did was that he
might gain more of Him.

The Chal lenge

PHI. 3:15 - There fore let us, as many as are ma ture, have this mind; and if
in any thing you think oth er wise, God will re veal even this to you. 

Our at ti tude ought to be the same as Paul’s. We have not yet at tained
full ma tu rity. We are press ing on to lay hold of what He has for us.
How ever, one prob lem we have is that we of ten do not rec og nize our
own pride. If there is any area in our lives that we think more highly
of our selves than we ought, Paul in di cates that we will not rec og nize
it. God will have to re veal it to us. When He does, our re sponse must
be to hum ble our selves.

PHI. 3:16 - Nev er the less, to the de gree that we have al ready at tained, let us
walk by the same rule, let us be of the same mind.

In other words, we must rec og nize how far we have come and live
ac cord ingly. If we are twenty years old in the Lord, let us live as a
twenty year old. We must not act as a five year old and call that hu -
mil ity. That is just re li gious pride. 

PHI. 3:17 - Breth ren, join in fol low ing my ex am ple, and note those who so
walk, as you have us for a pat tern.

Paul has laid out for us the ap os tolic pat tern for the Church. Many
have thought that di vine or der was found in proper lo cal church gov -
ern ment and cor rect un der stand ing con cern ing the gifts of the Spirit
and the gift min is tries found in Ephe sians Chap ter Four. How ever,
the pat tern for build ing God’s house is re vealed in the heart at ti tude
that pur sues Christ even to the point of los ing all pos ses sions if nec -
es sary. The peo ple who give Him His right ful place in their hearts
in di vid u ally will then give Him His right ful place in their midst cor -
po rately. Proper church struc ture will then be come the re flec tion of
those life styles.

PHI. 3:18, 19 - For many walk, of whom I have told you of ten, and now tell
you even weep ing, that they are the en e mies of the cross of Christ:
whose end is de struc tion, whose god is their belly, and whose glory
is in their shame – who set their mind on earthly things.
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Paul saw that di vine or der in the Church could only be es tab lished as 
the peo ple of God whole heart edly gave them selves to Christ as he
had done. The key was not pri mar ily that there be a strong lead er -
ship in each church. Ev ery Chris tian had to of fer him self un re serv -
edly to the Lord. Paul had given his life in ap os tolic min is try for this
one ma jor goal – to see Christ re vealed on the earth through His
body. How ever, he be gan to weep as he viewed the Church. He re al -
ized that mul ti tudes were fail ing to pay the price and that the Church
was go ing into de cline. Paul does not say that these Chris tians were
en e mies of Christ, but of His cross. Of course, in op pos ing His cross
as a life style, they were op pos ing Him. They wanted to have for -
give ness of sins with out be ing con formed to Christ’s death. What
Paul had poured his life into was not go ing to bear the fruit he had
hoped for. In the last epis tle of his life that we have in the canon of
Scrip ture, he tear fully ac knowl edged that all Asia had turned away
from him (2 Tim.1:15). No tice some of the last words we read from
his hand. 

For the time will come when they will not en dure sound doc trine,
but ac cord ing to their own de sires, be cause they have itch ing ears,
they will heap up for them selves teach ers; and they will turn their
ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fa bles. But you be
watch ful in all things, en dure af flic tions, do the work of an evan ge -
list, ful fill your min is try. For I am al ready be ing poured out as a
drink of fer ing, and the time of my de par ture is at hand. I have fought
the good fight, I have fin ished the race, I have kept the faith. (2 Tim.
4:3 – 7) 

The early Church did go into de cline. By the sec ond cen tury she
looked very lit tle like the sim ple ap os tolic bridal com pany she was
in the first cen tury. Within time, there was much more of an em pha -
sis on build ings, ed u ca tion, ex ter nal forms of wor ship, etc. Some -
thing of the sim plic ity and pu rity of de vo tion to Christ had been lost. 
How ever, at the end of the age there will be a peo ple who will pay
the price. The ap os tolic pat tern will again be seen in the Church.
There will be a bride with out spot or wrin kle. Je sus will get so ex -
cited about this com pany that He will split the sky and re turn for her!

PHI. 3:20, 21 - For our cit i zen ship is in heaven, from which we also ea gerly 
wait for the Sav ior, the Lord Je sus Christ, who will trans form our
lowly body that it may be con formed to His glo ri ous body, ac cord -
ing to the work ing by which He is able even to sub due all things to
Him self.

All Scrip ture quotes are from the NKJV
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